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Eighth Building Bergen Program Examines How Adaptive Re-Use is  
Changing the Face of Bergen County 

 

Paramus, NJ – The eighth Building Bergen program is entitled “How Adaptive Re-Use is Creating 

Substantial Value for the County” and addresses how the face of commercial real estate is changing 

throughout Bergen County by finding new uses for old buildings.  Builders, developers, planners, 

architects and municipal and county officials are taking existing structures and adapting them in creative 

and exciting ways to meet the ever-changing needs of our communities.  Local leaders, real estate 

professionals and urban designers will discuss how adaptive re-use is a proven way to re-build and 

evolve stranded assets. 

The Building Bergen program will take place on Wednesday, October 16, at The Anna Maria Ciccone 

Theatre at Bergen Community College.  Networking and breakfast will occur from 8:00 to 9:15 a.m., 

followed by the panel discussion from 9:15 to 10:30 a.m. 

Joe Connolly, well-recognized as the voice of CBS-Bloomberg Business Reports, will introduce the 

program.  Opening remarks will be made by Michael W. Fields, Managing Director of Berkshire 

Hathaway Commercial Real Estate.   

The speaker panel includes: 

• John P. Labrosse, Jr.  Mayor of Hackensack 

• Kurt Peluso, Mayor of Fair Lawn 

• Peter Polt, Executive Vice President, J.G. Petrucci Co., Inc. 

• Francis Reiner, LLA-PP, Redevelopment Consultant, DMR Architects 

• Carlos Rendo, Mayor of Woodcliff Lake 

The program’s moderator will be Michael G. Stingone, Esq., a principal at the law firm Winne Banta 

Basralian & Kahn, P.C., in Hackensack. 

The program will include a display of some of the most exciting adaptive re-use projects going on today 

in Bergen County. 

The Building Bergen program was conceived four years ago as a forum for business people in and 

around Bergen County to come together and learn about and discuss issues impacting businesses in the 

county.  It has grown into a semi-annual program of eye-opening discussion and unparalleled 

networking. 



“We knew there was a need for this kind of discourse in Bergen,” says Winne Banta’s Stingone, “but we 

have been especially gratified at the response this program has gotten from the business community.  

And we are pleased to present an ever-broader range of topics.”  Adds Joseph L. Basralian, President of 

Winne Banta, “Our earliest Building Bergen programs explored real estate issues in the County.  We are 

excited to highlight how adaptive re-use is helping to ‘re-build’ Bergen.” 

 “This has been a forum for Bergen County Businesses to come together, connect with one another and 

be informed on issues and progresses in Bergen County.  Our hope is to strengthen Bergen County 

businesses and attract new companies to this area,” says Robert Abbott of BerkshireHathaway 

HomeServices Abbott Realtors, a founding sponsor of the program. 

The Building Bergen program is sponsored by Winne Banta Basralian & Kahn, P.C.; Berkshire Hathaway 

HomeServices Abbott Realtors; The County of Bergen; Bergen Community College and Bergen Biz. 
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